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Having no grid markings on the map, the latitude and longitude co-ordinates are:

Latitude Longitude

35°59'47" 86°48'34"
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. - . ... . . I .j
_19000 _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY ~POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) .,

_INVENTION . .1:"'0-

--- . : :.£:-.:.:,:.~ ~..:-
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SPECIFIC DATES c .1840 BUILDER/ARCHITECT James Johnston. -
. -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - - -. . ..; - - ._. . 0... ..- - ...
. ,~O.O"

The beautiful home built by James Johnston about 1840, or pehaps a few years earlier,
was originally part of the lands belonging to David Johnston of Mecklenburg County,
North Carolina, whose earliest real estate transaction was recorded in Nashville in
1792 ~'hen this section was a part of Davidson County in the Territory South of theOhio. James and his brothers were among the earliest settlers in the French Lick ...

area, now the site of Nashville, and one of his brothers was killed there by the.

Indians in 1780. The family of James Johnston's mother had also been among the '. ._-
earliest arrivals in the Cumberland. . .' ~

When David Johnston died in 1829, he willed to his grandson, James, the land upon

which James built his home, which has remained an important landmark in the area for over a century and a quarter. It is located in an area which is rapidly developing

as a thickly settled residential area. The house is significant architecturally be-:-'::"
cause it is an excellent example of the type of houses built by those who had acquired:~
positions of wealth and prominence. It is also important because it was the home of ~~,{

an early settler in the region that is now the Nashville area. --- - *~ -. - .-- - - -. ---

Since the house was built on the pike from Nashville to Franklin, i~ was ~n an area.
that saw considerable action during the Civil War. Cannon and wagons being~. moved -~-

from the Battlefield of Franklin in preparation for the upcoming Ba.tt1e of Nashville
in Dece~er, 1864., crossed the. yard of the Johnston house. Family tradition has it-:~ ~-::-that during this .time, Confederate General John Bell Hood and his subordin~tes met - ..

in the Johnston house to discuss battle plans. - 0.. . - -- -.. - - -,.

~. '.: ~'.:

The house remained in the hands of Mrs. John Oman, Jr., whose husband did the resto-. ~-~.

ration work iT! 1945, until her death last year at the age of 97. The present owners
are intensely interested in the preservation of this important landmark.
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ISOLA BELLA
Isola Bella was built around 1840 by James and Narcissa Merrit

Johnston. The property originally belonged to David Johnson,
grandfather of the builder. During the civil War the lawn of Isola
Bella was traversed by both Confederate and Federal cannon, wagons
and marching soldiers between battles at Nashville and Franklin.
General John Bell Hood and his staff met here before the Battle of
Nashville. It served as a hospital after that battle. The mantle
in the parlor is said to have come from the Paris home of Victor
Hugo. After the house went out of the Johnson family it stood
vacant for many years and was used to store hay and strip tobacco.
It fell into a serious state of disrepair. It was bought and
restored by Mr. and Mrs. John Oman, Jr., and it is now the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Alexander.

Brentwood Brochure
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Iirt Oll> HOMES AND SITES 41)
I ~
~ Thc old hrick kitchen is still in the ~ard; the I~g dividing the men from the womcn in years past remain in
~: smokehouse was reconstructed from materIals found m place.
~ cabins ahout the place. Bricks, foundation stones, and the Once, long ago, the men and women were divided by
i remnants of chimneys r~\"eal the forp1er location of the more than a woo?cn partition. Back when chewing to-
~ quarters down by the sprIng. bacco was much In vogue the male members, at a con-
': Distinguished by its beautiful furnishings, fragrant siderablc expense, had forty wooden spittoons made and

1 ~';: gardens, and graceful landscaping, Inglchame ranks with ranged them along the aisles for the convenience of those
i ~ the most outstanding of Williamson County's historic who chewed. The noisy skill of their expectorating so
t c.; homes. annoyed and outraged the ladies, the gentlemen had to
it ~: dcstroy their newly-installed conveniences before peace

t could bc restored.
I ~ , 1 1 In well over a hundred years the church has failed to
'~ O,,'en s C la pe meet on Sunday only a few times. One of those times the
W Yanke.es were ra!d~ng and an,other a flood .prcvented t?eir
~ Few churches in Williamson County can equal Owen's gathen~g. Its miSSion work Include? hel.plng the In.dlans
:~ Chapel Church of Christ in rich and colorful history. some n~nety. years .ag~, and a contlnu~tlon .of charItable

t ~: Located on U.S. 31 south of Brentwood, it has long been de~d~ .slnce Its beginning has characterIzed ItS benevolent
~~. a beloved and honored landmark in the area. activities.
; q It had its beginning July 24, 1859, when Tolhcrt Fan- Nearly all of th~ stalwarts of the brother?ood have
~ f: ning, no.ted educator an.d minister, preached the. ~rst preac~~d at one time or another a.t Owen s Chapel.
t F sermon m the old Euclid schoolhouse, a log buildIng F?llo Ing the name of Tolbert F~nnmg were those of
t * which stood nearby. It was known as the Euclid Church LIP.scomb, Sewell, Sowell.. McQulddy, .Srygley, Elam,
! f until James C. Owen gave the land and helped erect the Smith, Scobey,. Boles, Dor~ls, Calhoun, Pittman. On and
r ~ present building. His name is the first charter member on. reads the list of the g~ant~ of. Israel. who have pro-
i listed in the old leather bound church book which records claimed the gospel from this historIc pulpIt.

~ i~ services from the earliest days. The Owen name never left Many old churches have.a tendency, with th.e passing of
!' the roster until 1969 when Mrs. T. L. Owen died. Owen yea~s, to be relegated as shrInes an~ to lose their ~sefulness
I' descendants still attend services, but the name itself does as Instr.ume~ts t,o promo,te the faith. But O~en s Chapel
;; not appear on the roll. ~as vallantl) strIven to keep abreast of the times yet not
,tj forsake the old paths.

Ii: For generations the Little Harpeth River on the Cal-
i i:;'- lender place was used for baptizing, but in 1957 a
:i bap!istry was install~d in the church: Green shutte~s
% agaInst the mellow brIck walls, fresh paInt, new rugs, air
~ conditioning, and gas heat make the edifice beautiful and
.: comfortable.
'I Its preaching rests in the able hands of Wayne Poucher,
:;jt nationally known evangelist and minister who, with theI:' f~ithful, keeps the .ch~rch on the strong and sure founda-

. tlon so carefully laid In the long ago.

'",..' Thm'so
i
..;:
'..,~ The beautiful home of Mrs. John Oman, Jr. was
I ; originally part of the lands belonging to David Johnston

, of Mecklenburg. North Carolina, whose earliest real estate

J!:~ Oloen's Chapel Church of Christ tran-action was recorded in 1792 in Nashville when this
I section was a part of "Davidson County in the Territory
l' Tradition says that the bricks in the thick walls of South of the Ohio." It is located south of Brentwood on
i Owen's Chapel were made from clay cut from William U.S. 31 on the east side of the highway.
" Owen's property which was east of the church. The David Johnston's son Robert married Rachel Johnston

Negroes used by the Owen men to kiln brick and erect in 1798. Her people were among the earliest to arrive in
their homes and the chapel were especially trained as the Cumberland settlement. John and Mary Patterson
masons in Maryland. All of the original roofing brought Johnston had moved from Pennsylvania to Caswell
from England is still in place and, except for damage by County, North Carolina in 1773. Four of their sons-
a tornado in 1869, the building has stood the years well. Daniel, William, Alexander, and James--captivated by

Changes to the interior have been in keeping with the the roseate descriptions of the rich new lands migrated to
times. Softly glowing oil lamps replaced candlelight and this area. .
then gave way themselves to electricity. Wood, coal, and Daniel and William came to French Lick where the
gas stoves have warmed the congregation over many former was killed by Indians in 1780. When it was safe
hitter \\'inters, but the old pews with a middle partition to leave the protection of the forts, William moved on to

~'.~
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. ( : ~ ~ ~C HI~r(II{ll \\'III,I'\~1S(I1' «II!NT"

"'!, .; J, 'I:Jl:r;tlc~.
'\ f' c.. Allcr (hI: hllu'\.' \\,'nt llll! l)f III,. Jolln,(()n f:lmil\". it fl:ll

\'n c\'il Ja~'.;. F\'" ~'~;Ir~ it ~al forl\lrn anJ J..-jc\.'tcJ 1)\. th\.'
r,'aJ~id\.' \\'ilh \\i.;l'~ \)1 ha~' hanging from it~ pa~clc~s
~\'lnJ\)\\:~. II ~ccmcJ ,1\lllllll:J t(~ JI:~lrUCli()n wh,'n. happily,

V " It \\a~ I'llughl h~' MI an\.1 Mrs, Jl)lIn Oman. .1:, who rc-
="':~-""'" ~lorcJ i: 10 il~ fllrm..'r I:lcgal1cl: and namcJ i: ;Iftcr thc

:' ff~o; I Omal1 :;"c'cslral h(lmo.?ll)\\.n. lhllr~l\. ill Sc\III.lnJ.
L.. it: I With hc:lutitlll lan,I":;lpin;: :Ind la~(,'i!!; rcm(IJcling it i~
..,;,- I' \Inc ()f 1hc mlN ()UI~I:II1,!;llg lanJm;',." in Williamsl)n

; ('011111"I .

.0 '-"'~"-':"";"'J';'~"~-"~~;.~ Ashla"rn
, .' , .

~;[!;t~-::<t~~~~ifj?!~7" l.alc In thc ~prrng l)t 17.'\0 Ihc !ioclall~. slar~'cd pioneers
~,,",.~~~'4..:J,~,~ at r(lrl Nashhor(lu!!h \I'crc trcalcd to a wcddln!.!-that of

C"aj)tain Jamc, l_ei~)cr .II1J Su~an Drakc, As the vounc
TlIlll",.,O. h(/ill hy }(/m('~ }(JilllstO/1 pc(lplc rcpcateu the age old V(l\\'~ hcforc Jamcs Roh~rtson-,

thc~. hcc.lme Ihl: first c(luplc to he married in this section
thc Rcd Rivcr di~trict \\'hcre he seltled near the prcsent of Tcnnc~scc. I I \\';IS a lim.: \\hcn Ihc I ouians were excrtinl!
site of PorI I'.l")yal, The (It her two brothers c;,mc here in their (It most c[(lrt~ ,,1 \\ IpC (lut the ne\I' selllcmcni prc~
IXOO, Alcxandcr built a log l'abin at Ha)'~,boro ah\.)vc cariousl~' clinging 1\1 :::',: along the f()resl-h('\rJercd hlufT~
Nash\'illc while Jame~ \\cnt II' he near William on t'1C oj :hc <:umhcrland. !}ilrin~ Ih:11 first \'car on!\" one man
I~cd I{ivcr. \.Iied a I1Jturai dca!i: Ihc-other hca;\' lo~s ~f life was\\'illiam .lllhns!()o had murried Martha Scott in 177\; cuu~ed h:, suvage railiing p:lrlics, .

find among thcir children \vas the daughter Rachel wh(l Wi,!:ill the year Jamcs I_eipcr had fallen their victim
married Rohert Johnstoll. No doubt the~' were relativc~ durin':,' :hc Halt!c of the Blll!1, April 2. 17", I. and died of
since it \\'US \."):I..'n the custom for f~llriilies to in!cr-marr\" his \\. :.Inds ~(\mc daYs luter. A sau commentarv on hi~in car!:, da~"s, . dcatl\ ',\'as '"that couid he have had ~I good su~gcon he

Wh,:' \.")Jd age crept lip on David Johnston he conveyed \\'c,ul.: o:lve recovered." Lit!lc is kno\\'n of Jame~ I.eipcr
his pr\'i)..'rty to his son R\.'\hert thinking that in the natural ~ave In,lt he \\'us \\'ith Captain Ben I.ogan dllring tile
COllr!;\.' of events the ~"olmgcr man \\'ould long outlive hi;ll. Rcvoillil(ln uod that he \Ias u sca,oned horderer anti an
HC'\\'i;:vcr. a cupriciollS fate \\'illcd otherwise and Rol)crt cxpcri'~;I:.ed woodsmun. He camc to Fort Nushhor, 'ul!h
Johnstl)n died il: J .\\27. When he realized thul death was from Kcntllckv and \I'a~ a sicner of the Cllmhcrial;'\im,ninent he in!mediatcl~' set ah(lut through his will tl'\ ('(Impa::t,' -

mal;c ccrtuin his parents would he \,"ell cared for, He left Su~:!n Drakc lived on ::t the fort .if!cr her hllshar,,;',
his \\'ifc Rai.'hel one third of the plantution where the~. dcatt-:, :Ind in Oc!(lhcr (If Ihut ~'car horc him a daug!;!'c
\\'er": residing and maJ.: fair bequests to their six childrcn. Sar:lh .Jane. \\'hen \1;,rcl~' t\'cnt~. Mrs. l~ciper was I;ili;:u
Then. \\'hcn DaviJ Johnston dicJ in 1829, hc willed the \,'hcn a gun fell from a rack ahovc the door :md exploded.
whole \.")f his estate to hi!; grandchildren-David, Rohert, On their wedding da~. no tholrght of slashing tomah:l\\'ks.
\\'iliiam, JaJ~1cs.. Lancclot. and Martha. hi":inJ:: ;:rrows, ~Iampeding horse anu snarling dog~ marred

In th..' sctticment Jamcs Johnston was given thc home- thc.: happiness, At the end of that spring day in J 780 no
place \,'hilc Lancclot.s 1:lnd was west of Nashvillc Pike noi,:.' louder thun the nicht sC'unus in the d;lrk forest and
CXCel)i for one field on the east side, James Johnston, th\.' quiet mlrrmur l)f th; Cumhcrlantl disturbed Ihem, All
\\'ho m,lrricd Narcissa Merritl in 1834. is credited with 100 soon thcr,' \\'as nothing hllt tllc silence ()f death.
huilding this house around I ~40, Old pictur~s !;how it Thosc \\h..' Jicd in the effort to estahli~h a ne\\' natiol~
having a one-stor~' veranda with low hanll:' '<:rs ()n the arc n(l less \\l'rth~' of praise than those \\'ho livcd to con-
ground level and around thc roof of the por.:h whicl~ \\'as trihutc long ~"I:ars in its hehalf, Countless young men and
~lIpr,'\rted by eight slender ooe-stor~. column:;, It lacked \I'()mcn. th(lugll carl~' tlcad from thc cxigencic.; (If fr,'\nticr
thl: pl:uimcnts and tal! pillars \\'hich distinguish the north life. \"I:rc thl: ancestors of families \\'hose abilities for
and \I'est sides toda~.. although there was a door\va~' and t\\O centuries h;!vc hecn of ine~timahlc value in America'~
uncover"d sloop on the north side and a second stor~' d,'velopmcnt irl!') a \\'I'\r!,1 PO\\'c:.
front ..I()orwa~' idcntic3i t,") thc main entrance on the west. Sarah .I,mc I_cipcr ..'. :', rcar..d hv the Drake famil\'

Sinc,' the 1;I\\'n ran to the Nashville Pike it \va~ often until her marri!lgc in li'~~ t\.") :\Iex;nder Smith, the !;()~
traversed h~' both Federal and Confederate f(lrccs. Its of Roher! and Sarah ("lcnll~1(1nS Smith. Thcv settled on
field~ \\'crc rutted I)~. hcav~' cannon and wagons an,; thc (\~O acre gr~lnt in the I.ittlc Harpeth \'ali,,:, near the
trampled I)~' the feet of !l1arching men ,md cavalry hor:;.;:s pre~..'nt site of Brcnt\".ood which had been giv,'n her father

: ' as the armies advanced' rod retreated between Nashville posthumou~ly f\.)r his I{cvolutionar~' service. The Smiths
f and Franklin. No hon, in the nci",hborhooli escaped were the par~nts of ~l'Ve'1 children, one or \\'hom. Mary

marauding )'ankccs an. women were often forced to Emclinc. married Richard Christmas in J 832, Her father
nur~e and f~cd \"oundcli cnem~' ~oldiers as well as <:on- !!avc th~m 20(J acres from Ihe Leiper grant where thcv

, '!',
--, - -~
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Wednesday, November 28, 1990 ,

By Lauren Lexa,
Staff Writer

i
;

Marker points out historic property
On Friday, the Williamson County Histor,ical Society erected a
marker at Isola Bella, the Franklin Road home otDave Alexander
(th ird from left). On hand were (I-r) David Alexander, Brentwood.
Mayor Joe Sweeney, Williamson County Historian Virginia
Bowman, Williamson County Historical Society President Robert
Hicks, Ridley Wills and Brentwood Historic Commission member

-- Wendell Edison. The home was built around 1840 by James and
NarcissaMerritt Johnston. The historical society also plans to
erect markers at Centennial Hall, Meeting of the Waters, Johnson
Chapel Methodist Church and Midway. ,
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